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LESSON 6 The Power of Music to Change Young Lives

Part4
“Poverty means loneliness, sadness, and being forgotten. An orchestra
means joy, motivation, teamwork, and wanting to succeed.” Thisis how Dr.
Abreu expresses the basic ideas of the El Sistema music education program. By
working hard together as members of an orchestra and trying to create
something artistic, children learn the importance of making an effort and
develop a spirit of cooperation.

These children have a good influence on their families and neighbors, too. In
one family, for example, the father stopped drinking when he saw his son throw
everything he had into music. Also, the boy’ sbrother who had dropped out of
high school was encouraged to start studying again. He learned from his
younger brother that the key to success is putting your heart and soul into what
you do. Circumstances don’ t necessarily determine your life.

The seed planted by one man in Venezuela has now grown into a mighty tree with
strong roots. EI Sistema has begun to bear fruit and its seeds have started to
grow across international borders. Educational programs modeled on El
Sistema are springing up in the United States, Europe, and many countriesin

Latin America.

Vocabulary List|

Get the Picture
12. What does an orchestra mean to Dr. Abreu?

13. What do children learn and develop by participating in El Sistema?

14. Who do the children have a good influence on?

15. Where are educational programs modeled on El Sistema starting?



What is mighty tree, strong roots, fruits and its seeds in this situation?
mighty tree

strong roots

fruits and its seeds

Opinion Tell me something that changed your life.

Y our opinion

Name What changed his or her life?
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